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McDonough’s been acting 
more than half of her life

By Dick Kleiner
United Feature Syndicate

HOLLYWOOD —  Mary McDon
ough is 19 years old, and she has been 
a television actress for more than half 
her life. Actually, she has been acting 
since she was 9, so that’s IO years 
she’s been a professional actress. But, 
even with that, she has done nothing 
but appear as Erin on "The Waltons,” 
except for one recent movie-of-the- 
week.

That’s a tribute to (A) the longevity 
of "The W altons,” the long-running 
CBS show, and (B) Miss McDonough’s 
desire to have something of a life 
outside her professional career.

It hasn’t been easy, that business of 
trying to maintain something of nor
malcy in a world of Waltons. In fact, 
even at this date, Mary McDonough 
isn’t sure whether or not she made it.

"I don’t know,” she says, " if I had a 
good childhood or not. I realize I had 
some problems —  problems that every 
child actor has. For one thing, the 
education you get on the set is not as 
good as you would get at a regular 
school.

"School, for me, was mostly on the 
set. I would only have three months a 
year in a regular school. And, on the 
set, you might learn more, but you 
retain less.”

Since "The Waltons” is continuing 
—  its ability to survive the defection 
of most of its major stars is truly 
incredible —  Mary McDonough has 
had to postpone her desire to go on to 
college.

"If the show goes on another 
season,” she says, "that will be fine 
with me. But if it doesn’t continue, 
then I will go to college. I imagine I’d 
go to Cal State Northridge, and study 
things like child development and 
child psychology.”

She says another problem with 
being a child star all those years was 
that most of her time, during her 
growing-up period, was spent with 
adults, rather than with children her 
own age. When she did go to regular 
school, a few months every year, the 
adjustment was difficult. She simply 
had not had the experience of being 
with, and getting along with, her 
peers.

She began her career at 9 and, she 
says, it was all her own idea. She had 
been watching TV, like any normal 
American child, and she saw other 
kids dancing and performing, and she 
wanted to do that, too.

"So I pestered my mother,” she 
says, "who didn’t know how to go 
about helping me.

"The first audition I went on was to 
'The Homecoming,’ which turned out 
to be the pilot movie for 'The 
W altons.’”

That ninth year of hers turned out 
to be big in other ways, too. It was 
when she was 9 that her father taught 
her to drive, and driving is very big in 
her life, now. Then, too, her father, 
who had an airplane, also taught her to 
fly. She says she no longer flies, but 
expects to take it up again soon.

Sale 2 for $80

Electronic AM/FM, cassette.
Reg. 249.99 Sale 199 99. Electronic tune AM/FM car stereo with 
auto reverse cassette. Unit features frequency scanner that seeks 
and holds strong signals. Equipped with fader and balance controls, 
LED, separate bass and treble controls.

s10off
Gould batteries.
Reg. $69 Sale $59. Deep 
cycle Action Pack SO 
amp utility battery is for 
RVs and fishing boats. 
Action Pack 105,
Reg. $79 S a l*  $ 6 9

•Plus fed. tax from 1.73 to 3.03 
each tire.

Mileagemaker
belted
The M ileagem aker" 
passenger tire  features a 
polyester ply body w ith  2 
fiberglass belts 
W hitewall

Tire size Reg Now
A78-13 JJS 529nir*»LU 53 39
F78-K 55 41
G78- :4 57 42
H78-14 60 45
G78-15 SS 43
H78-15 62 47
178-15 65 49

Sale 2.49
Film developing and color prints.
Rag. 3.19. 12 exposure roll. Great Reg
savings on developing and p rin t- 20 exposure roll 4.59
mg of Kodak or o ther s im ila r co lo r 24 exposure ro ll..........5.29
prin t film  B ring  em in now 36 exposure ro ll..........7.69
and save'
Sal* prices effective thru Saturday, April 2S.

The JCPenney Picture Promise
1. We must deliver on time. We ll return your prin ts  on the date 

prom ised, or we ll give you a free roll o f Kodak Film.
2. You must love your prints, lf, fo r any reason at all, you 're  not 

satisfied w ith you r prints, we ll rep rin t them  un til you are 
Or, we ll refund your money, whichever you prefer

JCPenney

Sale
3.59
3.99
5.99

R eg. SSOca. p ius  fed  ta x .*  S ize  
A 70-13  H ig h  p e rfo rm a n c e  
S cat Trac S up er AF X has a 
p o ly e s te r c u rd  bo dy  w ith  2 
fib erg lass  belts .

•Plus ted ta* from 1 83 to 3 58 each tire

Save $50

Sale 39.99
Reg. 49.99. 10 amp charger for 
deep-cycle marine batteries 
plus other 6 or 12 volt 
batteries. Has auto-timer. UL 
listed.


